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FEAR OF FEMINISM?
The neglect and disregard for women’s rights by the institutions in the past several

years in Macedonia is evident. These rights are being ignored in the sphere of the public discourse in the country, where the word feminism is inadequately recognized, and the feminist

movement is generally not perceived as a tool for promotion of women’s rights. We chance upon
opinions making a distinction between women who are feminists and those who are not on the

social media every day, although the goals they would all fight for are the same. Why are women
afraid of feminism? How did we come to the point to label feminism as the F-word, regardless

of whether this highlights the illogical fear of its use and identification, or suggests the taboo

surrounding it, as a dirty, obscene word... Is feminism a dirty and obscene word? Unfortunate-

ly, that’s the connotation it is perceived in. It is blatantly evident from the torrents of hateful
comments surging whenever we promote or announce an event the description of which uses

the word feminism. In this memoire we will attempt to explain the meaning of feminism as a form

of activism for promotion of women’s rights and emphasize why it is more than necessary in the
environment we live in.

WHY FEMINISM?
What’s with this hot word? Why does it trigger violent reactions across the

world? What does it carry within? We asked our friends to tell us, all in their own way,
about what feminism means to them. Hence, why feminism?

Iskra Geshoska
REFUSAL FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSTITUTING
I refuse to hide and serve the anxiety drawn by the shadows of the amassed narratives of
the community. I refuse to swallow the tears, hiding in a corner of the culture of silence. I refuse to
be shaped by the social dictatorship whose conductors force me into singing life in a single tonality,
in a single key. I refuse to be a tool of concealing torture behind the paradigms of culture. I refuse
to belong to the “moral majority”. I refuse to be the traumatic abject of the small-town culture which
has intertwined with the political. I refuse to be catalyst of the sins of violent history. I refuse to be a
neck without a head.1 I refuse to be fragmented, torn body. I refuse to be an ethereal dream. I refuse
to be the muse providing the motivation. I refuse to act as the transfer of collective guilt. I refuse
to disappear in the illusion of justice. I refuse to be a slogan. I refuse to be a voting box. I refuse to
be the text written on the protest banner. I refuse to have
a dream instead of a life. I refuse to be together just so
that I wouldn’t be alone. I refuse to be alone because I do
not fit into the concepts jointly presented by the state and
ideological apparatus, by the small-town stereotypes, and
the false moral concepts. I refuse to be pain and a wound
because I am unable to find my reflection in the collective
mirror of the normalized ideological reality. I refuse to be
the joy which is in the agenda of some advertising agency
offering solutions for a happy life in the modern age. I
refuse to be, without being.
Refusal is not nihilism - it is a trip down the
pulsating fragility of confrontation. To refuse a given
state-of-affairs means to embody the awareness of the
longing for the absent, desired state-of-being. Similarly
to painting - the life “I wish to give birth to” is trying to
create deterritorialization of the faces, landscapes, usual
contexts and social and cultural norms by reactivating
corporeality or by setting the captures lines and colors
free.
1 there is a popular Macedonian saying: The man is the head of the family,
but the woman is the neck.

I LIVE
I live like an embroideress. Because we are embroideresses who carefully untangle the most
twisted threads of love, facing death as a friend. Because we are bodies weaving the secret of time with
their “thinking heart”.
I live in a body which reads in and reads out the traces of the paradigms of power, of language, of
speech, of melancholy, of love, of fear, of freedom, of dedication, of belonging. I live in a solidary
body, which has existed since ancient times, containing within itself the expressions of struggle with
the intimate and collective policies of perseverance and endurance.
I live to reaffirm the meeting with the open wings, the meeting with the community, with oneself, the
meeting through which we create the autonomous space of freedom and alertness.

Marija Savovska
Why feminism?
Because it gives me personal power, self-awareness, integrity, it opens my eyes to see,
recognize and understand patriarchy. The big picture and its individual gestures. Makes me think
with my own head. Be aware about the injustice inflicted on me, and all the others, Men and Women with a flaw in the making. To recognize and re-assess, both in
myself and in others, what is considered to be the LAW/NORM. To
confront those who reduce me to a body, or to the lower part of my
body, those who always know better than me and allow themselves to
mansplain to me, tell me what my worth is, or what the worth of what
I am doing is, and put me in my place. And first and foremost, to
rummage through the forbidden -either politically, publicly, or subversively, quietly, in an attempt to challenge authority, whatever it
may be. A constant, exhausting challenge to move things from the
so-called “natural state of being”. Digging a tunnel through the
Himalayas with this small plastic coffee spoon. Yet, I like
challenges.

Zorica Zafirovska
Why feminism?
Because I am 34, I’m not married and have no children, but I do need to feel freedom, to have it,
to breathe it in and out and to simply feel the fresh scent of feminism!
Why feminism?
Because I bear my father’s surname!
Because we live in a cruel patriarchy which I feel in every pore of society!
Because we deal with cruel capitalism, social injustice, children on the streets, poverty, hungry
and thirsty people! Because I am weird and my best friend is a homosexual!

Why feminism?
Because when I was a kid I was too thin, with no visible breasts, I
looked like a boy and I was constantly called out for that!
Because ever since I’ve grown up, my friends, relatives and strangers, on the street, at work, when I’m out and about, give me advice on
how to lose weight, how to get married and how to bear children!
Because I spent 8 years working full time, without being registered
and paid adequately!
Because I’m at the lowest rung in the pyramid of the big corporation!
Because no one at work knows my name!
Because the working environment makes me feel like a ghost,
invisible... Because to the big corporation that I work for, I am just
a number...

Because I am paid less than my male colleagues, yet expected to work and even do their job, and at
the same time pay for and be punished for their mistakes.
Because the priest ringing on our doorbell tells me that our home needs a saint, and who that saint
should be!
Because I only wear high heels at weddings!
Why feminism?
Because my sister worked for 7,000 denars!
Because the only inheritance my mother got were my grandmother’s old clothes!
Because my father fathered female children and half his closest family forgot about us after his
death!
Why feminism?
Because we live in a perpetual rape culture!
Because I’ve been catcalled and unwontedly touched by classmates, strangers, guests, at school, on
the bus, downtown, at work, everywhere...
Because two older people have stuck their tongue in my ear despite my loud yelling for them to stop!
Why feminism?
Last, but not least, because my friend was raped by a stranger!
Even more so, because another friend of mine was raped by a relative, at the age of eleven! And even
40 years after, this same friend is unable to tell her mother about this fearing that this fact might
break the woman’s heart!
That’s why!
Why feminism?
So I can live, love and hate, forgive and desire whoever I want!
That’s why!

Hristina Ivanoska
WHY FEMINISM?
We need to trace the roots of our emancipation back in our past,
in the voices of all known and unknown women and men who struggled for
us to be able to enjoy, yet never stop defending the freedom of expression,
the right to education, the right to economic independence, creative freedom, emancipated motherhood and control over one own’s body. Unfortunately, we cannot boast with extensive knowledge about the strategies of
resistance amongst the female population on the territory of Macedonia, nor do we have full insight into
the names of women and events which achieved or marked any kind of milestone in their environment in
the past. It is also an undeniable fact that we most often interpret ourselves using foreign references. That
is why I urge us to overcome this as soon as possible, because the documents and memories fade away and
disappear. The processes of emancipation and the strategies of resistance of our ancestors will further
define and strengthen our own, as well as the need of necessary equality and equal right for our children.

Why feminism?
Žarko Trajanoski
My academic interest in feminism started in the early 1990s as a student of philosophy.
In 1994, in the first issue of the Margina magazine, a prepared the assortment of texts Feminism
and Philosophy, the main text in which was by Rosi Braidotti. Later on, I had the chance to take
part in the first public debates on feminism (in the Forum Magazine),
and at the first open seminar on contemporary feminist
thought (at the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje, in 1999),
whereby I actively joined the work of the Research Center
for Gender Studies, founded by Katerina Kolozova at the
Evro-Balkan Institute. There I had the chance to participate
in a multitude of projects, conferences and events which
contributed towards the introduction of the distinction
between sex and gender in the Macedonian language and
popularization of “women’s studies”, as well as the identity
of a feminism, not only in the academic context, but also in
the context of activism.
I had the chance to conduct the research The Ideology
in the Women’s NGOs in Macedonia (published in 2002),
as well as participate in the founding of the first feminist
magazine in Macedonia - Identities: Magazine on Politics, Gender and Culture” (from 2001, as
a co-editor with Katerina Kolozova). Later on, as a lecturer at the informal School on Gender and
Politics I had to chance to increase the activists’ awareness about women’s human rights and the necessity of a feminist movement in Macedonia. I have asked myself “Why feminism” many times.
Back when I was a student in philosophy I became aware about the misogyny in the academia and
the undermining attitude towards women, so I believes that the feminist thought could be the remedy against this academic “disease”. I am glad that I helped a number of very famous Macedonian
thinkers recover from this “disease”, although notably, some of them did take their time.
The undermining attitude and the resistance of feminism also raised its ugly head
among a great number of activists from the female movement at the start of the 21 century and
I am very happy that we pushed these women activists onto feminism’s boat together with us. By
openly declaring myself a feminist in a patriarchal stigmatizing context where the feminist
identity was perceived as a monstrous concept, I believe that I contributed in the process of breaking
down the negative stereotypes towards feminists, including the prejudice that the issues of gender
equality are “women’s issues”. In a nutshell: Why feminism? In order to break the patriarchal oppression, to fight against gender inequality and fight for equal rights for women, men and those
not fitting into the hetero-patriarchal “binary gender system”.

CONCLUSIONS FROM THE LECTURES FROM THE SCHOOL OF
FEMINISM
The school was organized under the project Education and action towards promotion of women’s rights. 55 participants applied at the open call for the
school! 9 lectures were held in order to elaborate on the need of feminist review of
the public policies, or the perpetual negative campaign tied to the notion of feminism. The lectures were held by activists and feminist who have extensive knowledge
of feminist theory and significant activist experience, such as: Karolina Ristova
Aasterud, Ana Mishkovska Kajevska, Nikolina Kenig, Suzana Milevska, Elizabeta Bakovska, Dijana Stojanovikj Gjorg jevik, Katerina Kolozova, Jelisaveta Blagojevikj together with Slavco Dimitrov, and Jasna
Koteska. After each of the lectures we had a discussion in which the listeners actively participated. Here
are the conclusions that the lecturers provided for their lectures:

Dr. Ana Mishkovska Kajevska

				

Date 26.11.2015

The Impact of the (Post-) Yugoslav Wars on the Communication and Friendships Among and
Between the Belgrade and Zagreb Feminists in the 1990s
The views of the Belgrade feminists regarding the (post) Yugoslav wards differed from those of
the Zagreb feminists. Furthermore, the views in the first half of the 90s (in relation of the wars in Bosnia
and Herzegovina and Croatia) differed from the attitudes in the second half of the 90s (in relation to the
NATO bombing of Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Kosovo ethnic cleansing). Consequently, we
must take into account the geographical and temporal context, without drawing hasty analogies and generalizations.
When standpoints created in conditions of war are discussed, it has to be taken into consideration that
they are established in a context of (immediate) vicinity of violence, existential uncertainty, fear, suffering and tectonic social changes. Under those conditions there is a lack of verified information, balanced
information and calls for coexistence, as well as an excess of inflammatory propaganda, hate speech,
demonization of the opposing side and calls for violence. To put it simply, in order for these standpoints to
be understood, it is also necessary to understand that context within they emerged.
In a situation when there is a huge difference between the power of the warring parties, as well
as their responsibility for the military violence, saying the all sides are equally responsible (or that all parties are the same), is equal to ignoring the difference in the power and responsibility, i.e. supporting the
stronger and more responsible side. At the same time, while criticizing the more responsible and more
powerful party, one should not forget that the other parties also commit war crimes, have certain power
and share of the responsibility. If this is forgotten, a black and white image of a perpetrator and victim
emerges which distorts reality and does not lead to reconciliation.
Prof. Dr. Nikolina Kenig					

Date 15.12.2015

Theoretical explorations on gender-based violence
1. Gender-based violence covers “all forms of violence that is directed against a woman because she is a woman or that affects women disproportionately in comparison to men (CEDAW). Therefore, it is considered the most widespread, and yet, the most tolerated (in the sense of impunity and lack of
recognition) form of violation of human rights.

2. In Macedonia, gender-based violence is perceived as virtually equal to sexual harassment
and domestic violence (where ironically, the discrepancy in the sexes in terms of whose affected and those
committing it, is the lowers), because the gender dimension in the rest of the forms of violence is mainly
difficult to identify and remains unaddressed.
3. From a theoretical point of view, the explanation of the dynamics of gender-based violence
is exceptionally important, because these models reflect on the way in which it is treated and prevented.
4. Popular theoretical explanations of gender-based violence are: the model of misbalance, the
psycho-pathological model, the evolutionary standpoint, the theory of social learning, the theory of social
exchange and the feminist interpretations.
5. The feminist-oriented theories of gender-based violence are not monolithic, so that several
different corpuses of explanations may be recognized, such as the Marxists ones, those revolving around
radical feminism and post-modern ones. It would be interesting to note that feminists deal far less with the
issue of developing theories about gender-based violence, and even less with empirical verification of the
models, compared to their engagement in prevention, lobbying and organizing aid services. Therefore, the
critique against the feminist models is fierce.
6. Today, the dominant theoretical framework that accommodates the research and practice
oriented towards protection of GBV globally it the so-called ecological theory which addressed 4 levels
of factors: society, the narrower community, relation, individual and it focused on the risk-assessment in a
given context. Although this model is not completely blind to the gender-dimension, its complexity may lead
to treating this factor as one of lesser importance.

Prof. Dr. Suzana Milevska

				

Date 29.02.2016

Presentation of women
and the female body in art and visual culture
The main goal of the lecture was to point out to the need of critical reevaluation of the reciprocal conditioning between the visual culture and maintaining and deepening the patriarchal setting in the
contemporary Macedonian society. Apart from the feminist argumentation of how the visual culture and
art is determined by the historical, social and political conditions that culture is created under, the lecture
also offered an in-depth analysis of manners in which the sexist representations of women and the female
body enable the perpetuation of the existing stereotypes and prejudices about the differences between
the sexes. The intersection of the various phenomena such as gender, nation, ethnicity, class and sexual
orientation was presented through the change in the canons for representation of the female body and
its exploitation. The key notions from the feminist theories (e.g. essentialization, objectification, constructivism) as well as the different waves of feminist movements were explained in the context of the visual
culture as a specific field of research offering unification of the analysis of various visual phenomena and
examples from the area of culture and art. Addressing the institutional criticism of the cultural policy of
the institutions dealing with the definition of art was especially important, staring from the critique of the
embedded stereotypes within the science of the history of art and the analysis of the gender differences in
the presentation of artists and works of art in museums and galleries.
Above all, the argumentation of the urgent need for a thorough feminist critique of the visual
culture was supported by an analysis of the various examples of the lack of female representations in the
public space, or the sexist presentations of the rare female figures in the multitude of sculptures and mon-

uments of male personalities for the history of Macedonia and its present.
The reciprocal relation between the patriarchal social relationships and the visual culture was analyzed
through the various examples of multiplication and circulation of gender non-sensitive representations
in the various media and works from the area of art, photography, film, television, as well as well as the
monumental and public art. The Government’s urbanistic project Skopje 2014 lent itself as a particularly
relevant object of analysis along with the separate monuments built in Skopje within this project.
Finally, special emphasis was placed on the output of several women artists who show through
their works of art that not only can feminist visual art offer new arguments for critical analysis of the prejudice and закоравените patriarchal relations between the genders, but it can also effectuate a chance in
the stereotypical representations in the visual culture.

Elizabeta Bakovska 						

Date 12.03.2016

Women’s Writing Does (not) Еxist
The seemingly clear and absolved (for at least forty years, if not more) by both the feminist
theory and literary criticism, the notion of women’s writing* remains polysemic, complex and difficult to
confine to a universal definition. Thus, women’s writing raises a line of issues, many of which, according to
their nature, are ontological - above all, the essential dilemma emerges: does ecriture feminine exist at all?
Women’s writing as such as also examines and analyzed from two aspects (which are also complementary): on the one hand, from the aspect of the writing itself, internally, inherently, almost linguistically (i.e. by
assuming that there is female immanence in language), and on the other hand, from the aspect of the authorship, i.e. externally, conditionally, in a nearly essentialist manner (under the assumption that the gender
of the author predetermines the nature of the writing). The distinction between these two understandings
of women’s writing is also evident in their original formulations - écriture féminine and women’s writing
(In Macedonian both terms are translated as “Žensko pismo”, i.e. this term covers both of the concepts),
according to the French Feminist Theory and the Anglo-American Feminist Criticism, as Toril Moi has
described it in her book Sexual/Textual Politics (1985).
The beginnings of the theoretical considerations about women’s writing can be traced back to
Virginia Wolf, in her essay A Room of One’s Own (1929) in which she locates the reasons for the historical
absence of women from literature in the social milieu, saying that “a woman must have money and a room
of one’s own in order to write”. Interesting musings on the subject from the French feminist theory have
been written by Helene Sixous, especially in her essay-manifest The Laugh of the Medusa (1976), and
wake-up call to women to start writing in their own authentic way. Julia Kristeva, in her book Revolution
of the Poetic Language (1974) speaks about the “semiotic” in language, about the Mother’s Body instead
of language which occurs with the entrance into the symbolic, i.e. the Law of the Father. Luce Irigaray in the
Other Woman’s Speculum (1974) deconstructs the position of the subject as historically male, through an
analysis of Plato and Freud’s works. From the Anglo-American feminist critique, it is interesting to mention
the gynocritical approach by Elaine Showalter in her book A Literature of Their Own (1977), in which she
talks about British writers over a longer period of time.
The feminist approach to literature, i.e. the theoretical and critical reviews to Macedonian women’s writing (as écriture féminine or women’s writing) began towards the end of the eighties of the last
century, with a collection of essays edited by Katica Kjulavkova, Feminist Strategies (1998). A more comprehensive approach to the Macedonian women’s writing (via gynocritic approach to all literary genres)
can be found in Jasna Koteska’s the Macedonian Women’s Writing (2002). Apart from them, the Mace-

donian women’s writing is (occasionally) the subject of critics Elizabeth Šeleva, Natasha Avramovska,
Slavica Srbinovska, Vesna Mojsova-Čepiševska, Jasmina Mojsieva-Guseva, Angelina Banovic-Markovska and Sonja Stojmenska Elzeser, as well as writers, Olivera Kjorveziroska, Jadranka Vladova or
Lidija Dimkovska. Women’s writing in the prose works by Macedonian authors demonstrates its diversity
and multiplicity, being manifested as écriture feminine in some stories by Gordana Mihailova Bošankoska,
as thematic focus on specific women’s experiences in some stories by Olivera Nikolova, or as a post-modern play with the position of the subject in the stories of Jadranka Vladova.
Dijana Stojanovic

					

Date 11.04.2016

Women in politics
The lecture was interactive and part from the theoretical part, it was also focused on practical
examples typical of the Republic of Macedonia, whereby the attendees were encouraged to express their
opinions on the position and activities of women in politics in our country. A debate ensued after the lecture
on whether it is necessary to have an election quota of 30% representation of women in politics, whereby
certain participants held that the quotas are degrading mechanisms which do not guarantee quality, and
the restrictions on the Law on Abortion adopted in 2013 which were voted for by women as well, were
singled out as an example in support of this statement. However, after the detailed presentation of the
participation and representation of women in all parliamentary electoral cycles since the independence, it
was understood that in the period when representation of women in the RM was not regulated by a quota,
it had fallen to a marginal level. At the end, after the extensive debate, most of the attendees agreed that in
our society quotas are still necessary as a guarantee mechanism, and that the political parties must make
additional efforts to educate their MP candidates.

			
Prof. Dr. Jasna Koteska 					

Date 13 јуни 2016 година

Feminism and Psychoanalysis
At the lecture “Feminism and Psychoanalysis” we discussed the relations between two humanistic disciplines: feminism and psychoanalysis. We covered numerous issues about the attitude of Freudian
discipline to female subjectivity. From the arguments against we analyzed the most frequent objections
against psychoanalysis:
1) Whether Freud was a representative of the patriarchal, conservative world of Vienna;
2) How Freud’s subtle misogyny helped reduce the woman to “an adored girl in youth” and “respectable woman in adulthood”;
3) In what way Freud develops the complicated model of women as “fallen, castrated men” and
how he deduces his theory on “penis envy”;
4) Freud showed little appreciation for the brilliance of his female followers and had double
standards for them;
5) Freud believed that it is impossible for women to be good mothers and good in their jobs at the

same time, and believed that women will have no benefits from the feminist movement;
6) Although psychoanalysis emerged from the female desire to articulate its fantasies and longings, as well as the analyst’s desire to hear and analyze them, the benefits from this exchange were not
equally distributed, because women got significantly less in this exchange in psychoanalysis.
plines:

At the lecture we also listed the arguments in favor of the collaboration between the two disci-

1) Psychoanalysis among the first humanities in which the female subject was perceived in a
complex way, and psychoanalysis itself emerged from the brilliance and eloquence of Freud’s first patients;
2) Psychoanalysis has served as a starting point for some of the most significant insights into
the position of women in patriarchy, and although in certain segments psychoanalysis ascribed additional
hysteria to women, she still remains one of the first humanistic disciplines which openly declared that women are in a subordinate position in culture;
3) Psychoanalysis provides significant insight into the female identity, sexuality and subjectivity and is open to the issues of femininity, something that does not often apply to most of the other social
sciences and humanities;
4) One of the first statements in favor of psychoanalysis has come from Emma Goldman, a pioneer of the feminist movement, propagator of free love and anarchist, who after Freud’s series of lectures
at the Clark University in America in 1909, published a short essay in which she says that feminism and
psychoanalysis are partnering disciplines which are standing together at the threshold the project of the
Modern;
5) Freud is the first one who provides elaborated insight into the fact that life in patriarchy is
difficult for women, even unbearable, which is why women “find rescue” from the unbearable contradictory
demands imposed by the cultural norms in neurosis;
6) Statistics show that compared to the other branches of medicine, psychoanalysis is the most
open to women as a career;
7) Psychoanalysis explains the fluctuating sexuality and provides insight into the fact that people are sexually polymorph, and culturally there is no strict border between femininity and masculinity;
8) The Post-Freudian psychoanalysis, especially the one starting with Lacanian psychoanalysis additionally explains Freud’s controversial views about the “penis envy”, indicating that both the female
and male subject in the culture are victims of the same phallocentric logic.
Most of the lecture was devoted to an interactive analysis of Freud’s most controversial study “Femininity”
(1933).

The Regional Lesbian Forum “Sisters Outsiders” by gathering the lesbians and other feminists together at one place, gave us a platform to raise and discuss issues related to the lesbian movement in the region. The Forum gave us the opportunity, here in Skopje, to hear political standpoints,
conflicting views and crossing points, personal stories and aspirations for lesbian action. We had
the chance to see and hear fragments of the lesbian activist history of the region, to share activist
experiences and stories and discuss which way to take things from here.
The Forum was addressed by women who have changed and are still changing the social
currents and the positioning of lesbians in society with the uniqueness, commitment and courage
they bring into their differing fields of action. We welcomed women, artists, writers, journalists,
political analysts, theoreticians... all of them feminists and activists who, each in her own way,
through her own area of interest, raise (the issue of) lesbianism in the public sphere and public spaces,
women who cut open and dig into matter that was previously left unaddressed.
The program of the Forum was divided in 4 days, from 26 to the 29 November 2016, and it
was based on three pillars intertwined in the agenda: a) contextualization, consisting of three panels,
starting from the historical differences and lines of continuity in the lesbian activism in the region,
through cultural activism and art as platform for lesbian politics of resistance and criticism to the
final panel focused on building alliances between the lesbian movement, criticism of nationalism
and the class conflict; b) an attempt to create a joint for future lesbian action based on shared values
and principles; and c) space for lesbian art and culture by including a video lecture, launch of a book
with lesbian short stories and a film screening. In the informal part of the Forum we created a safe
space for sharing personal experiences related to the lesbian existence, the processes of coming out and
lesbian relationships.

Opening of the Forum
The Impact of the (Post-) Yugoslav Wars on the Communication and Friendships Among and Between the Belgrade and
Zagreb Feminists in the 1990s
		
The lecture by Ana Mishkovska Kajevska which opened the
Forum was an intersection between the Regional Lesbian Forum and
the School of Feminism. The lecture provided an outline of the feminist movement in Belgrade and Zagreb, as two of the three biggest
political and cultural centers in Yugoslavia which had a strong feminist movement and which were swept by war violence in the 90s.

		

А)Conceptualization
PANEL 1: LESBIANS IN TRANSITION -THE ROLE OF THE LESBIAN STRUGGLE FROM SOCIALISM TO POST-TRANSITIONAL CAPITALISM AND EU INTEGRATION PROCESSES

The panel provided a rare opportunity to have the lesbian activists and feminists, founders of the start of the movement in socialist Yugoslavia, sit together with representatives of the more
recent movements in the region. The panel drew a comparative perspective of the beginnings of the
movement, its specificities, political programmes and forms and the current forms of activism and
transformations that have taken place in the so-called period of transition after the fall of the previous
state. At the panel we heard about the first public coming-out in Kosovo and the establishing of the
women’s network, then the ups and downs of the historic transformation and the lines of development
of the ongoing struggles, the archiving of the traces of the past struggles of our sisters and emphasizing their specificities in comparison to the Western mainstream lesbian movement, as well as
impact of the EU integration processes on lesbian activism, as well as its benefits and shortcomings.
The speakers at the panel were Tatjana Greif (Slovenia) Ana Brakus (Croatia), Lepa Mladjenovic
(Serbia), Igballa Rugova (Kosovо), Biljana Ginova (Macedonia), while Uranija Pirovska acted as
moderator.
PANEL 2: CULTURAL ACTIVISM AND ART AS PLATFORM FOR LESBIAN POLITICS OF RESISTANCE AND CRITICISM
This panel opens the floor for thinking about the role of art, media and cultural production
as strong, relevant and necessary agents in the processes of critical, cultural and social reﬂection of
heteronormativity and lesbian oppression. The panel opens the question on what forms of art, media
and cultural production can be developed to be platforms whereby political transformation could be
enacted and democratic and open forms of sexual and gendered citizenship practiced. Furthermore,

we discussed different and good practices and examples of intertwining between arts, culture and activism staging a critique of heteronormativity and patriarchy in the ex-Yugoslav region. The panel
attempted to question the limits and strategic contributions of art and cultural activism for the wider
lesbian struggles, on the one hand, and shortcomings of mainstream forms of political struggles
and advocacy that exclude artistic and cultural productions as sites of struggle, on the other hand.
The panelists were: Ana Hoffner (Austria/Serbia), Barbara Gregov (Croatia), Urska Sterle (Slovenia), Slavco Dimitrov and Biljana Ginova (Macedonia), and it was moderated by Dragoslava Barzut
(Serbia).
PANEL 3: BUILDING ALLIANCES: LESBIAN MOVEMENT, CRITIQUE OF NATIONALISM AND
THE CLASS WAR

“There is no such thing as a single-issue struggle because we do not live single-issue
lives”, argued the lesbian and black poet and activist Audre Lorde. Starting from this premise, this
panel aimed to contest the narrow oriented programmes of identity based politics and reconsider the
point of overlapping and divergence between different struggles for equality and the lesbian and
queer struggles. The panel opened a discussion on the possibilities of building coalitions and alliances beyond the confines of identity, yet taking into consideration and not erasing the specificities
of each oppression and the different histories of identity formations and struggles. The panel opened
insight into the existence of the “Dzuvljarke” - Roma lesbians, at the intersection between the nationalisms in the Region, the new forms of capitalist exploitation and the growing class differences,
and patriarchal structures affect the feminist movement in the region, as well as an outline of the
approach of radical feminism and separatism as another extreme. The discussion continued with a
critique of the leftist movements in the country and the lack of broad intersectonality among them
and the inclusion of the issues of female and lesbian existence, as well as the issues of the remaining
sexual and gender minorities, which laid the foundation of establishing bridges for dialogue and
solidarity. The panelists were Ana Dimkovska Kajevska (Macedonia), Ana Brakus (Croatia), Vera
Curtis (Serbia), Jody Roy (Serbia), and the moderator was Irena Cvetkovikj (Macedonia).

B) Joint manifest
MEETING POINTS (LESBIAN MANIFEST STAGE 1)
Meeting points was a facilitated discussion of women from the region who will present
their local contexts, experiences and plans in order for a platform for joint action to be created - A
Lesbian Manifest. The discussion offered re-evaluation of the shared values, aims and fields of joint
struggle that will serve as a foundation for further political action in accordance with the principles
of solidarity, sisterhood and struggle against the patriarchy, misogyny, homophobia, nationalism
and class inequality. The conclusion from the discussion emphasized that The Lesbian Manifest
shall not remain set in stone and that it will be edited and improved and enhanced at future lesbian
and feminist meetings in the region. All of the participants in the Forum took part in the discussion,

but previously, the insight into their local situation and the context of their actions in their countries
was provided by Blerta Morina (Kosovo) and Marija Vuletic (BH), while the discussion was moderated by Dragoslava Barzut (Serbia).

C) Lesbian Culture and Art
HEAVY IMAGES – PROPOSALS FOR WORKING WITH VISUAL MEMORY THROUGH
QUEERNESS
In her video lecture, Ana Hoffner posed
the question of: “How can we work with the images
of traumatic events that have affected us deeply
and turn the burden they produce into something
productive?” On the basis of her own work she
introduced art practices which deal with visual
memory, war and transformation using performance, video and photography. The focus was on
queerness as a quality of memory and the possibilities it opens for different relations of individual
biographies and historical events.

RELATIONS: 25 YEARS OF THE LESBIAN GROUP ŠKUC-LL (2012)
The film directed by Marina Grzinic, Aina Smid and Zvonka T Simcic presents the various types of processes of marginalization and the struggle for rights of the lesbian and LGBT community in Slovenia and wider in ex- Yugoslavia. It is a struggle for visibility, as well as testimony
of the incredible power of the lesbian movement, its artistic and cultural potential, critical discourses
and emancipatory politics. The film consists of interviews, documents, art projects, nightlife, political appearances, and critical discourse. The film as well talks about Europe, global world capitalism
and the status of lesbians today. Other topics that are covered are alliances, history, the relations and
alliances with feminism, gay, transgender and queer, AIDS and the diction of homosexuality. It
gives a harsh critique of discrimination, racism, fascism in Europe today. The screening was followed by a discussion with the participants from Slovenia, Tatjana Grif and Urshka Sterle, as well
as Lepa Mladzenovic, as a protagonist in the film.

TALK WITH URSHKA STERLE, DRAGOSLAVA BARZUT AND IRENA CVETKOVIKJ
Book launch of the collection of Lesbian short stories “A Decent Life”
The Regional Lesbian Forum left space for the launch of the collection of Lesbian short stories “A
Decent Life” which is the second collection of lesbian stories published in Macedonia, after Orgasmic
letters by Irena Cvetkovikj. The book was published by Templum, in the Queer Square edition, and
contains 23 short stories by 15 authors from the countries of former Yugoslavia. The half-moderated
talk offered insight into the intimate longings of the authors, their motivation to write and the importance of the presence of the “lesbian” in publishing, as well as the significance, even indispensability of an anthology like this, especially in an environments such as Macedonia.

							

Date 28.11.2015

RECLAIM THE NIGHT!
WOMEN S MARCH AGAINST
SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN

The Regional Lesbian Forum also hosted a Reclaim the Night March against Sexual Violence against Women, “We have the Might, We Claim the Night!” which, apart from LezFem and the
Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, Tiiiit!Inc., Fight like a girl, the Coalition Sexual and Health
Rights of Marginalized Communities was also organized by: the National Network to end violence
against women and domestic violence, , Reactor and Akcija Zdruzenska.
“We march because: Each one of us women has had some kind of experience with male
violence in her life! We refuse to keep silent about the male violence against women! We, as women,
refuse to accept the guilt because the violator is responsible for the violence and it is exclusively his
fault! There is no excuse for violence! Sexual violence against women is not a private matter, but a
political and social issue. We are starting to make a difference and to give support with a protest! We
must feel free to walk the streets even when we are alone at night! The women who are discriminated
against on many levels, the Roma women, the lesbians and the women with disabilities are frequently exposed to violence. The women’s solidarity is our power! Let’s remind ourselves that as women we
got power and that we are stronger together! Let’s remind ourselves of our sisters who survived and of
the ones that are not among us anymore! We want to express our wish and need to live without threats
or fear of violence!”

They said about the Lesbian Regional Forum
Statement by Tatjana Greif
Every meeting, seminar, conference such as the one in Skopje, is of
exceptional importance for lesbian feminism. It involves getting to know
each other, getting to spend time together, exchanging experiences and
knowledge, and above all - giving support, understanding and love to one
another. It also involves huge solidarity among our lesbian sisters from
the region, with whom we share a similar culture, tradition and history
which affect our lives. This gives us strength to continue to fight for a
more equal society.
Statement by Lepa Mladzenovic
The Forum was a wonderful opportunity to enhance the solidarity between
us feminists from the former Yugoslav region, through passionate discussions and exchanges which filled our hearts with our policies and dreams
for a new world full of love.

							

Why and how did Prvo pa Žensko come to be?

5th of May 2016

Relying on the logic of the Macedonian traditional proverb, but putting it in a subversive
context, i.e. using the female gender, we gave the name to our festival Prvo pa Žensko (the festival
name “It’s first and it’s a girl” is aiming to subvert the original “Firstborn and a boy”, a Macedonian proverb meaning that a parent should be very lucky if their first child is a boy). The goal of
this spontaneous and social initiative of ours was to reconsider the meaning of the 8th March, the
International Women’s Day and the way that this holiday is perceived and celebrated in Macedonia. Simply, the gatherings of women in taverns to eat some fast food and the organized shopping
trips to Thessaloniki in order for their colleagues to pay “due respect” to their female counterparts,
seemed like an eyesore to us, and imbued the day with some kitschy meaning, in a vague direction
without any meaning or context. At the same time there is such a lack of debate on the situation of

women, starting from labour rights and continuing with reproductive rights up to the alarming
situation with all types of violence against women. In general, misogyny is a serious problem in
Macedonia.
And these issues need to be raised in public, articulated in forms of activism, we must
make efforts to push gender issues into the limelight and oppose them against the imposed political,
above all, nationalist rhetoric which glorifies the nation. The public discourse has become polluted
by the idea of a strong national identity which provides set gender roles. Conceived as a big family
of compatriots, the nation places the role of the woman in the home and determines its primary
function to reproduction of new offspring of this extended family. This newly-imposed context in
Macedonia, spreading through the government campaigns and the media in the education like propaganda, the usurping of the public space - especially in the capital through the Skopje 2014 project,
has omitted the issue of gender quality and the social differences from the national narrative, on
all grounds. The space in which marginalized groups can move and act freely has diminished. It
was one of the main reasons why came up with the idea to create Prvo pa Žensko in Skopje.
Following the festivals from the region, i.e. from the capitals of the former Yugoslav
republics, we started creating a program that we believed the city needed. After all, it really would
have been sad if Skopje was the only one of the above-mentioned cities without a feminist festival.
Today, having left the fourth edition of Prvo pa Žensko behind us, we are particularly glad that
we are part of the group of female festivals in the region that we believe constitute an indispensible form of activism. The order in which we would list the festivals on these (post)Yugoslav spaces
would be chronological and geographical, meaning that their creation took place in the director
North-South, staring from Ljubljana, all the way to Prishtina and Skopje as youngest.

Mesto Žensk (City of women) was conceived in 1995 in Ljubljana, and this year in October it
will turn 22, while Rdeče Zore (2000-2016) has been held in the same time for seventeen years in
line. Zagreb has VoxFeminae (2006-2015), which is exactly as old as the Sarajevo-held PitchWise
(2006-2015) is, while the Belgrade born BeFem (2009-2015), which served as our introduction
to these activists, is a few years younger. Prishtina and Skopje woke up later, and created the
Prishtina-based FemArt (2013-2016), and Prvo pa Žensko (2013-2016) in Skopje, two festival
peers at a 100km distance. It is not by chances that we are mentioning the capitals of the former
Yugoslav republics when talking about the feminist festivals on the Balkans, and why they act as
our determiner, or staring point when comparing them to Prvo pa Žensko. Macedonia was part of
this constellation for more than 40 years, counting from the abolishing of the monarchy. Although
after the decline of Yugoslavia, its countries went through different processes of transition, they are
more or less in a similar social and political context and are characterized by similar public policies,
especially when it comes to human rights, culture and education, and they are facing the same
challenges when it comes to the quixotic battle against misogyny, patriarchy, and nationalism.
The topic of women’s rights in Macedonia became especially relevant with the announcement of the
changes to the Law on Abortion. The new law violated the woman’s right to decide about her body
alone, and once again politics unscrupulously violated the sphere of the private and the intimate.
However, these legal changes united the organizations working in the area of women’s rights. A
platform of nine organizations was created which worked together to raise the citizens’ awareness
about this issue. The Izbor! (Choice!) Magazine was printed, which had four issues in one year.

Prvo pa Žensko was certainly not the first event of this kind in Macedonia. In 2005 an
anarcho-feminist festival was organized in Skopje where guests from the region, as well as other
European countries took part. Then in 2009, Mirovna Akcija and Akcija Zdruzenska, with the help
of several girls (see photo) organized FemFest in Skopje and Prilep at the same time.

The program lasted about a week and consisted of various workshops, concerts, discussions, lectures, performances. Unfortunately, FemArt did not live to see another edition. In the ensuing
years, several actions took place, but none of them resembled a festival. In 2012, the informal group
of girls Fight like a Woman was founded, which organized several lectures and workshops, as well
as actions in the city.

Prvo pa Žensko was conceived it as an open space where we could trace, recognize and
evaluate the active female sphere, which through such solidarity practices would encourage creative
freedom, participation, networking and locating the living circumstances of a woman whose
profile, interests, attitudes and personal commitment to self-realization are opposed to the traditional stereotypes, but also those values which are nowadays forcibly imposed as the only moral and
socio-politically desirable dictated by the dominant political discourse that uses populist manipulation. In order for the festival form of activism, also dubbed “artivism’’ does not end up recognized
as insufficient to directly improve the policies whose focus is on women, the very positioning of the
content in the field of pop culture posed a certain challenge. The various forms of popular culture are
generally considered comfortable, their receptivity is high and they are attractive for the audience.
On the other hand we have the unilateral representation women in pop culture, which comes from its
focus on exploiting women for marketing purposes. Women’s issue in Macedonia is deeply buried
and unfortunately it is still being reviewed from a biological perspective. However it turned out
that this form of activism was an adequate way for the public to perceive the issue and, through a
constructive discussion, to recognize it as something that needs to be changed. And finally, the
festival promotes openness to diversity, to individual views and independent thought, as well as
freedom of expression against the monolithic representations in the cultural policy in Macedonia.

We always pay attention to have the festival content implemented within various media
such as performances, exhibitions, presentations, concerts, workshops, handicrafts bazaar, children’s workshops, lectures, discussions, humanitarian actions. We have even had women’s health
checks as part of Prvo pa Žensko. The participants and visitors are of all ages. Starting from the
workshops for children, Prvo pa Žensko is open to children, as well as the elderly population such as
the Association of Housewives of Skopje, the participants in the National Liberation Struggle and
members of the Veterans of Macedonia. This festival as an open space also gets the support and participation of various organizations and groups from Macedonia
and the region. Fight like a Woman participate at the festival
each year with their own action such as Spin-up girls, then
collecting and uploading biographies of women from Macedonia on Wikipedia - WikiFem. LezFem participated in poetry
readings two years of the festival. We are also partners with the
H.E.R.A. organization, which always offers their assistance
and expertise when it comes to sexual and reproductive health. It
is a long list of names that should be mentioned as supporters
and guests and here are some of them, although we are aware
we must be missing some as well.
At Prvo pa Žensko we have had a chance to socialize with Youth Cultural Centre-Skopje,
AKTO, BeFem, VoxFeminae, FemArt, Radio Channel 103, Wasted Rita from Portugal, Sandra
Dahlen-Sweden, Helena Janecic, Adela Jusic, Maja Bojadjievska, Slavica Srbinovska, Jasna Koteska, Rajna Koshka-Hot, Iskra Geshoska, Ivana Dragshic, Artan Sadiku, Uranija Pirovska, Irena
Cvetkovikj, Ivana Kocevska, Women Make Movies, Skopje skaters, students of the Department of
Italian Language and FDA, the Croatian Shadow Casters led by Boris Bakal, Sigma Press who donated us many of their amazing releases, our skilled artisans friends and many others. Until now
our musical guests were REPETITOR, †Krisus Jeist†, Sajsi MC, Threesome and Ana Curcin from
Serbia, the Croatian Punchke, June from Skopje, PALINDROM, the unique Dzaka Nakot, Green
Fuzz and the American DJ Alinka.
After four completed festival editions we can gladly
and proudly conclude that
Skopje does need what we
are doing. Every year there
is a great number of visitors at the festival events,
and with their presence and
participation they have definitely recognized the idea,
the meaning and the goal
that Tiiiit!Inc has with Prvo
pa Žensko. It’s up to the
oncoming years to show us
what path this adventure of ours will take and what changes will arise as its consequence. Finally,
we greet you with our motto: Be realistic, demand the impossible! See you at number five...

Sincerely yours,
Jana, Kika and Jana
Tiiiit!Inc.

Irena Cvetkovic

Happy 8th of March! May this greet
ing

08.03.2016

hurt!

Oh, there comes that the day when
all the
“well-meaning”, elevated, highly-edu
cated
moralizers will tell us and show us
that yet
another year passes without wome
n learning
how to celebrate 8 March. That wome
n (whoever
they may be) are dim-witted, unaw
are, silenced. That,
exactly those women don’t know that
today they shouldn’t go to a
restaurant with their co-workers and
their
boss,
should not accept the lipsticks,
and should not wear the newest pair
of heels.
Yet those exactly are the women whom
we have convinced that they must
dedicate their
entire life, the only one we have, to
others, in the most humble way and
with a smile.
Those are the women who have been
told that they have a body in order
to give birth
to children, that they have a body
to satisfy others, that they have a
body which
they better never touch. Those are
the women whose lives have been reduc
ed to
discounts and sales. Those are the
women who yesterday waited for 22.0
0h
to pass so that they can turn on the
washing machine, iron the clothes
and
make dinner for the next day at the
cheap tariff. Those are the women
who
sometimes work three shifts one after
the other at the textile factories.
Those are the women who refer to sedat
ives in their diminutive forms, as
if they are their kids: prozee for Proza
c, vally for valium... Those are
the women who do not take a shot
of rakija in the morning for better
circulation, but at night, in order
to beat the insomnia caused by
exhaustion and stress.
There is no 8th of March without a
strong feminist movement,
independent and strong unions,
a clear political and ideological
position, emancipation, solidarity
and empathy. This requires
dedication and optimism. Everything
else, forgive me, is just a
pose. And in such a manner, the lipsti
cks and restaurants seem
like a more than necessary break
and relief from the every-day
life which sucks the last living atom
out of us.

Happy 8th of March!

FEM GUERILLA ACTIONS
(IN)VISIBLE WOMEN 08 March 2012
The selection of the motto “(In)visible women - discrete heroines” is a result of
the historic role of women in our country and her being uninformed/invisible to the public sphere.
The initiative aimed at increasing the public awareness about the role of the woman and
the level of “visibility” of women in Macedonia, in the public life –group of citizens.

WOMEN FIGHTERS 08 March 2013
On 8 March, in a joint action, the friends from Fight like a Woman and LezFem
reminded us about the women who fought and that history has paid very little attention to.
Let’s keep remembering!

LJUPKA’S STICKERS

PUT YOUR OWN FEM ACTION/IDEA/PHOTO/ESSAY!

Date 7th of March 2015
Verka Bunteska
8 March - International Women’s Day
- excerpt of the author’s address at the third edition of the Prvo pa Žensko Festival
07.03.2015Women have always, even when they were not equal, changed the world and
made it a better place, or have at least foreshadowed those changes.
The women in Macedonia, through a tough fight in all fields, became equal in
society with the adoption of the Declaration of Fundamental Civil Rights in Democratic
Macedonia 02/08/1944, at the first Assembly of ASNOM, in the monastery St. Prohor
Pcinjski, which says:
All citizens of the Federal Republic of Macedonia are equal before the law, irrespective
of their nationality, sex, race and religion.
And so with one decision, one would say with one sentence, everyone in the
recently united Macedonian state got rights and a state that many generations fought
for and dreamed about, and step by step paved the way to freedom and equality. Women in Macedonia did not receive anything as a gift. They themselves fought for every
single right, selflessly participating in the fight against fascism i.e. Second World War.
I think it should be repeated many times so that it is finally remembered as a practical
experience that 5752 women were included in the military units on the occupied territory. 306 women were killed on the battlefields around the country. 141 woman has
been presented with the certificate “Partisan Memorial 1941”, 7 women were declared
national heroes of Macedonia: Mara Naceva, Olivera Jocic - Vera, Ibe Palikuka, Estreja
Ovadija - Mara, Elpida Karamandi, Vera Aceva - Dosta, Fana Kocovska. At the foundation of our country as it is now there are many nameless women, men and children,
who with their own life stories changed the lives of the people, especially women.

Women in Macedonia got the right to vote, got the right to elect and to be
elected in all institutions in the new state that was being built. This right was a revolutionary change in the status of women in Macedonia. Not only in terms of form, but
also in its essence. For example, at the First Session of the ASNOM which was attended, i.e. where 122 delegates were elected as people’s representatives, only 6 women
were elected which was immediately considered insufficient and subsequent co-opting
was carried out. In the Presidium of ASNOM, vested with the function of an interim
government, two women were chosen. Among the delegates at the Second Session of
AVNOJ, 3 women were selected, one of whom was Mara Naceva who was proposed for
the Presidium of AVNOJ.

This revolutionary change that fundamentally altered the role of women in
society, put the entire creative potential and energy of women at disposal to the newly
formed society, which made this new society grow faster, be more humane and be the
foundation for the development of a free ASNOM Macedonia, which as a federal unit
was part of the Yugoslav federation. The generation of women during the Liberation
War and AFŽ bravely, happily and thoroughly fought for equality to be obtained and
accepted, and started exercising this equality through the daily activities of building
a ruined poor country and oneself as a person, a free person, which now has an even
greater responsibility. The struggle with the traditional patriarchal conceptions of the
role and place of women in society did take time, and perhaps is still not over in some
areas.
In the period between the two world wars, i.e. before the Second World War,
the economic situation of the population was very difficult. Immediately before the
Second World War women were the main work force in the monopolies in the Macedonia (the tobacco plants), the textile factories and the carpet factories. The working
days lasted 14 hours, high norms were set, and the pay was low. In the annals of the
union movement in Macedonia, the workers’ strike from 1936, of the seamstresses in
Kumanovo from the clothing company Nada, then the strike of the textile workers in
Bitola from 1939, then the strike of carpet workers from Skopje, May 1940, as well as
those in the textile factories Vardar and Gulben, also in Skopje. The strike surge also
caught the workers in the tobacco plants - 1936 in Strumica; 1938 in Prilep and Skopje, and the major strike accompanied by demonstrations on the 15, 16, and 17 January in Veles, 1939. Women workers massively went out on these strikes, and there
were even strikes attended by women only, especially textile workers, while most of
the employees in the tobacco plants were women. Here we are talking about a large
number of nameless women who felt the injustice, exploitation and lack of respect and
became aware that something has to be done, that they had to protest in public, which
is a higher level of the fight for equality, as well as the conditions for work and a place
in the decision-making processes.
It should be noted that the Yugoslav Communist Party in 1937 took the correct positions on the national question of women’s rights and that all of this took place
on the eve of the war, when fascism and Nazism were threatening the world. They
assessed that without the involvement of women all processes they will develop slowly
or will not be possible. So the party, through its organized network, worked on the
inclusion of women working in all areas where women’s apparent resourcefulness,
perseverance and the ability to make decisions and delicately act in accordance with
the situation became prominent.

The female youth in Macedonia was getting prepared, getting organized.
Lectures were held for women in the cities and factories. Picnics and comradely evenings were organized. The 8 March was celebrated. Supporter and reading groups
were founded in Skopje, Prilep and other cities. The worker-cultural associations such
as “Kosta Abrashevik” and “Shar” were established. In Skopje in 1938 a youth section was established under the organization of progressive women “Women’s movement.” The progressive female youth from Prilep founded the “Female youth circuit”
which with its 120 members represented a branch of the “Trezvena loža” association.
In Prilep, Krusevo and Strumica women and youth who belonged to the progressive
worker’s movement actively acted through the club “Esperanto” which was heavily
influenced by CPY. Among the forms of legal action of organized women the institution of so-called “Women consumer cooperative” formed in Skopje on 19.08.1940 was
also taken advantage of, with more than 120 members, and a branch in Bitola, which
was founded on 10.02.1941, and numbered about 100 members. With the approach of
military danger, the ideological and political work of these progressive women’s associations and organizations was given special emphasis in terms of more systemic
explanation of the danger of fascism which threatened the country. In the first partisan units in 1941, among the hundred women partisans from Prilep, Kumanovo and
Skopje partisan detachment, eleven were willing to participate in combat actions and
deal with the difficulties on field.
About the functioning of society in conditions of war there is front work
and a background work which are mutually dependent. The front work is unable to
function without the background work. Women are massively engaged to work in the
background as an important segment of the totality of the struggle. Maintaining connections at all levels, taking written and oral messages, illegal material, transferring
fighters in partisan units etc. Seemingly easy tasks, but they were not such in reality. Those were dangerous tasks that required great courage, resourcefulness and the
ability to quickly respond and decide. Quite a few women lost their lives while doing
those tasks. Dangerous for both the agent, as well as the people in the surroundings.
There was an extensive network of illegal shelters and housing mainly taken care of
by women. Nearly every local party Committee had some technological devices which
had been taken care of by women.
It is interesting to see how clearly situations were explained, for example,
the second issue of the newspaper “Brotherhood,” the District Committee of the CPY
on 23.08.1942 year, for Western Macedonia, talks about the position of women at the
time of the Bulgarian-Italian occupation and calls for fight. It reads:
„ Women hold three corners of the house, while men just one. If we realize
that the politics is wrong, and fail to do something about it, then without wanted, we
are aiding it... no one can ban a mother from fighting for a better life of her children...“
During 1943 a created free territory was created in western Macedonia, and
in the Tikves, Gevgelija, Kriva Palanka and Kumanovo region.
Life on the liberated territory, especially preoccupied woman in her daily activity.
Through the boards of AFŽ women were involved in the work of the bodies of people’s
power, in the organization and work as seamstresses, shoe-makers and other workers, in the organization of hospitals and providing full care to the sick and wounded
fighters. In these moments of freedom, women were fully engaged in the provision
and preparation of food and warm clothing for the units of the fighters in the Second
World War. They also gave their creative input in the organization of teaching in the

mother tongue for the first time in our nation’s history. For example, in the village of
Podvis, Kichevo and other villages, the first Macedonian school started operating in
mid-November 1943.

Women were massively involved in organizing and managing literacy courses for native speakers who were massively visited by illiterate women. Macedonian
population 67.5% were illiterate, and women were the majority of this percentage.
Muslim women and those in much more difficult conditions, also joined the
national liberation struggle and the fight for equality. There was a group of progressive
Muslims who worked together with their Macedonian friends. That was the group of
Ibe Palikuka, national hero of Macedonia and Albania, the first Albanian who in 1943
at the first liberation of Debar, together with two friends, they took off their hijab with
the desire to never wear it again. This gesture of theirs need to be valued and appreciated as a revolutionary advantage which will be massively accepted after the liberation. Albanian women, at the end of the war, engaged in food preparation and collection
of any assistance for the military units of the national army. The end of the war was
close, participation in combat units had increased, there were working on establishing
national liberation boards of AFŽ where women found their place and actively contributed to achieve the unity of the people in the final operations of the war. They worked
in favor of the need to create a People’s democratic government in all spheres of social
life.

It was not easy to build state from ruins, or organize all segments of statehood with a limited number of educated people, to change the relationships in the family. It’s a long, laborious process burdened with many misunderstandings and problems, but also with belief in oneself. The women did their best and in a short period
of achieved outstanding results in education, culture, art, health, industry etc. The
system in the country created and adopted affirmative laws and regulations that composed the corpus of legislation on equality for women. Enviable degree of interest of
women was achieved in almost all segments of public life:
- High level of participation of women in the total number of employees;
- The right to social protection;
- Quality changes at all levels of education;
- A high level of health care and special protection during the reproductive age;
- Beneficial population policy aligned with the economic and social development.
In the free state of Macedonia, new system of values was established, women accepted equality, but what remained to be overcome was the tradition and the
backward attitudes that required more time and patience. Exactly in this area women
showed as real fighters. Every one of them wanted her children to learn and be trained
for life, especially the girls. This led to grown women who think that their equality naturally belongs to them, it is true. These are women who still add to the mosaic in the
framework of women’s equality.
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Zorica Zafirovska (artist) Personal/
Impersonal 2015
Organize a collective to protest, block
and boycott all the companies which
in their advertisements continue
reducing women to the violent stereotype of being nothing more than an
object of desire for the terrified men,
and ants in the pink ghetto kitchen.
Marija Angelovska (artist) - On the
Objectification of the Female Body
2016
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